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Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Mayor:

RESOLUTION 2007-629-A
A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF RONALD TOWNSEND TO THE JEA, REPLACING ERNEST “ERNIE” ISAAC, JR., FOR A FIRST FULL TERM EXPIRING FEBRUARY 28, 2011; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The Council hereby confirms the Mayor’s appointment of Ronald Townsend to the JEA, replacing Ernest “Ernie” Isaac, Jr., for a first full term expiring February 28, 2011.


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Margaret M. Sidman
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RONALD TOWNSEND

PERSONAL PROFILE

Ron Townsend was named president of Gannett Television Group in May, 1989. In this
position, Townsend was responsible for the operation of Gannett’s television stations.

A member of the broadcast industry for over 35 years, Townsend had been
President/General Manager of W¥USA-TV, Channel 9, the Gannett-owned CBS Affiliate in
Washington, D.C., since April 1986. He was named to that position after serving for eight years
as Station Manager.

Townsend first joined Channel 9 in 1974, working with then WTOP-TV and WTOP-AM.

Prior to Channel 9, Townsend was the Director of Field Services for Children’s
Television Workshop in New York and was later involved in the production and distribution of
the workshop’s “Sesame Street” and “Electric Company.”

Townsend’s career began in 1960 with CBS-TV in New York where he held several
positions in various areas, including CBS News (1964- 1969).

He was chosen Gannett Manager of the Year in 1987, the highest honor bestowed upon a
Gannett manager. This award recognized Townsend’s accomplishments and contributions to
Gannett Co. Inc. Townsend was honored in 1987 by the United Negro College Fund (UNCF) for
his outstanding contribution to the goals of the UNCF and for his commitment to the goals of
higher education. Townsend was a UNCF professor at Atlanta University’s Clark College from
1982-83. In recognition of his contributions to the broadcasting industry, Townsend received the
1985 Board of Governor’s Award from the Washington Chapter of the National Academy of Arts
and Sciences. Townsend was the recipient of the 1993 prestigious National Jewish Humanitarian
Award from the National Jewish Center for Inmunology and Respiratory Medicine. In 1996 he
received the coveted Trumpet Award, which salutes the outstanding achievements of African-
American men and women who have distinguished themselves in the fields of medicine,
education, literature, politics, sports, business and entertainment.

A highly visible community leader, Townsend is a member of the Board of Trustees of
the Freedom Forum Newseum, Inc. and a past member of the Council of National Trustees of
National Jewish Center for Inmunology and Respiratory medicine. He is past President of the
Big Brothers of the National Capital Area, the United Way of the National Capital Area Board of
Directors, and past Chairman of the Trustees Assembly of United Way of the National Capital
Area.
He is currently a trustee of the University of North Florida , and a Trustee of the Bolles
School. He is also a member of the Alliance for the Guardian of Dreams, a member of the
Board of the Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra and the Jacksonville Regional Chamber of
Commerce.

Townsend is Past Chairman of the National Association of Broadcasters Television
Board; and a former Trustee of Emerson College in Boston, Massachusetts. He is currently a
director of Alltel Corporation (currently serving on the Audit and Executive Committees and was
past Chairman of the Corporate Governance Committee), and Rayonier Corporation (currently
serving on the Audit and Corporate Governance Committees and was Past Chairman of the
Corporate Governance Committee). He also served on the Board of Bank of America
Corporation from February 1993 through May, 2004 and Winn Dixie Corporation from 2001
through 2006.

In 2001 Townsend was appointed by Governor Jed Bush to the Jacksonville Airport
Authority Board, and served as Chairman 2002/2003.

Townsend attended City College of New York, Bernard Baruch 1960-1966. His major
was Business Administration.

Townsend and his wife, Maureen reside in Jacksonville, Florida. They have five children
and nine grandchildren.

He retired from the Gannett Company on October 1, 1996, and is currently a
communications consultant.
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